






Social Studies Practices
1) Gathering, Interpreting and Using Evidence
2) Chronological Reasoning and Causation
3) Comparison and Contextualization
4) Geographic Reasoning
5) Economics and Economic Systems
6) Civic Participation

*Local Governments hold records that relate to all of the social studies 
practices and many that are perfect for teaching these practices.

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/k-12-social-studies-framework

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/k-12-social-studies-framework


• Deeds
• Maps
• Estate Inventories
• Court Records
• Meeting Minutes
• Census Records
• Manumissions 
• Town Planning Board Records
• And Many More!



https://considerthesourceny.org/

https://considerthesourceny.org/
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Map of the Town of  Schodack, 1876
Courtesy: Schodack Town Clerk

https://considerthesourceny.org/document/schodack-town-map

https://considerthesourceny.org/document/schodack-town-map


Manumission of  Mink, 1795
Courtesy: Schodack Town Clerk

https://considerthesourceny.org/document/manum
ission-mink-april-28-1795

https://considerthesourceny.org/document/manumission-mink-april-28-1795


Justice’s Criminal Docket, 1897
Courtesy: Schodack Town Clerk

https://considerthesourceny.org/document/town-
schodack-justices-criminal-docket-1897-1900

https://considerthesourceny.org/document/town-schodack-justices-criminal-docket-1897-1900


Letter to the Town Plannning Board, 
2006
Courtesy: Town of Kirkland

https://considerthesourceny.org
/document/letter-town-kirkland-
planning-board-regarding-
windmills

https://considerthesourceny.org/document/letter-town-kirkland-planning-board-regarding-windmills


Petition to the Surrogate Court, 1876
Courtesy: Saratoga County Surrogate 
Court

https://considerthesourceny.org/d
ocument/petition-bridget-butler-
surrogate-county-saratoga

https://considerthesourceny.org/document/petition-bridget-butler-surrogate-county-saratoga


Estate Inventory, 1806
Courtesy: Cayuga County Surrogate 
Court

https://considerthesourceny.org
/document/estate-inventory-
john-l-hardenbergh-1806

https://considerthesourceny.org/document/estate-inventory-john-l-hardenbergh-1806


Information about the where a document is located and why it was
collected and preserved gives educators and students much needed 
context often not found in the document alone.
The individuals who manage the records can provide this context by
giving the teacher or student information about the larger collection in
which the document is held and how it came to be held by their 
organization.



Land Deed, 1816
Courtesy: Cayuga County Clerk

https://considerthesourceny.org/complete/life-
after-revolution-military-tract-map-and-deeds

https://considerthesourceny.org/complete/life-after-revolution-military-tract-map-and-deeds


What is Civic Readiness?
Civic readiness is the ability to make a positive difference in the 
public life of  our communities through the combination of  civic 
knowledge, skills and actions, mindsets, and experiences.

Civic Knowledge
Civic Skills and Action
Civic Mindsets
Civic Experiences

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/civic-readiness-initiative

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/civic-readiness-initiative


Civic Knowledge 
• The impact of  individual and collective histories in shaping 

contemporary issues;   
• View and analyze history and current issues from multiple 

perspectives

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/civic-readiness-initiative

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/civic-readiness-initiative


Civic Skills and Action
• Analyze and evaluate news (news literacy), media, social media 

and other sources of  information for accuracy, bias, reliability, and 
credibility.

• Engagement in working toward the public good

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/civic-readiness-initiative
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Civic Mindsets
• Demonstrating a sense of  self  as an active participant in 

society, willing to contribute to solving local and/or 
national problems

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/civic-readiness-initiative

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/civic-readiness-initiative


Civic Experiences
• Voting, volunteering and participating in community organizations 

and governmental systems, such as community boards, youth 
advisory councils, etc., to promote continuous improvement;

• Engaging with local officials and government institutions through 
activities such as providing public comment before a government 
agency, or meeting with public and elected officials.

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/civic-readiness-initiative

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/civic-readiness-initiative


Historical Records Category
Educational Uses – Maximum $75,000

This category supports projects that propose to use local government records as teaching tools in the 
community and in the classroom. Educational Uses projects promote the management of  local 
government records and increase public awareness of  the educational and historical value of  these 
records. Many projects under this category also address state standards for K-12 education.

Specific eligible activities include:
• Developing websites, brochures, exhibits, walking tours, or other products that use local 

government records to educate the public and students about community history, the value of  
records, or other subjects. 

• Preparing document-based instructional materials for classroom use, including a collection of  
documents relating to a particular topic, historical background information about the topic and 
learning activities that incorporate the documents into classroom instruction. 

• Developing programs to train teachers to use local government records as teaching tools in the 
classroom.

• http://www.archives.nysed.gov/grants/lgrmif-grants

http://www.archives.nysed.gov/grants/lgrmif-grants


Contact Information:
Jordan.jace@nysed.gov
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